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HelpAge Deutschland was founded in 2005 and sup
ports elderly people in need. In more than 70 countries 
 HelpAge stands up agaist poverty among older people, 
ageism/age discrimination, outlawing and isolation – 
for a  happy, healthy and selfdetermined life in old age.

Following the UNagenda 2030, HelpAge does not 
concentrate solely on developing countries, but also 
conducts development education in Germany. By doing 
so, HelpAge raises awareness about the challenges and 
potentials of older people and shows ways of getting 
involved.

HelpAge works with older men and women towards 
better services and policies and towards changes in 
attitudes towards old age. We strive for older people to 
have access to income and health care and to be inclu
ded in humanitarian relief programmes. In short: that 
human rights count for older people as well and that 
they are treated with due respect.
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Aims
■ Assessing the achievements and limitations of  

the recent expansion of social protection rights  
for older persons.

■ Identifying new avenues beyond the dominant 
focus on ‘basic’ or ‘affordable’ social protection  
for people living in poverty, in view of a com
prehensive architecture of social rights that 
 addresses all older persons.

■ Extending the human rights lens to reforms 
of  social insurance, occupational  welfare, 
 provisions for civil servants, and private 
 provisions.
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Over the last 25 years, entitlements to social protection 
benefits by people living in poverty, including older 
persons, have expanded massively in countries of the 
Global South. This workshop seeks to identify the 
limitations of what has been achieved in the light of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 

Social rights for older persons should address all 
older persons. ‘Basic’ or ‘affordable’ social protection 
for persons living in poverty is not enough, even if uni
versal. The Social Protection Floors also refer to ‘higher 
levels of protection’ beyond ‘basic’ social protection.

Experts and activists from the fields of human rights 
and social protection will provide inputs for discussi
ons with the audience.

Moderator: Lutz Leisering 
HelpAge Germany and Institute for World Society Studies, 
Bielefeld University,Germany

Presenter: Herbert Baryayebwa 
UgandaReachtheAgedAssociation,andGlobalAllianceforthe
RightsofOlderPeople,GAROP;formerlyDirectorofSocialProtection
intheMinistryofGender,LabourandSocialDevelopment,Uganda

Panelists: 

Ignacio Saiz 
CenterforEconomicandSocialRights,NewYork

Matthias von Schwanenflügel
FederalMinistryforFamilyAffairs,SeniorCitizens,Womenand
Youth,Berlin,Germany

Claudia Mahler
GermanInstituteforHumanRights,Berlin,andEuropeanNetworkof
NationalHumanRightsInstitutions


